
Funeral Sermon for Edward Kleinke, May 30 2017 

 

1 

 

TEXT:  Psalm 46:10  “Be still, and know that I am God.” 
THEME:  BE STILL, AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD 
 
Dear Laura, Ned, Darrell, Family, and Friends of Our Dear Departed Brother, Ed: 
 

Peace.  It is a most elusive commodity in our world.  Just in the last hundred years, 
there has been World War I, World War II, the Korean War (in which Ed fought for 
21 months as a member of the US Army Artillery), the Vietnam War, Gulf War I, Gulf 
War II, and now the War on Terror.  There was precious little peace for our 
country—and the world—in the last 100 years.  You can pick almost any time frame 
in the history of the world and say the same thing.  There is little worldly peace. 
 
We don’t know the exact circumstances under which Psalm 46 was written.  
Perhaps the Assyrians under the rule of Sennacherib had Jerusalem surrounded, 
threatening destruction of the city and its inhabitants.  But all the Israelites had to do 
was Be still, and know that I am God, as the angel of the Lord “went out and put 
to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand in the Assyrian camp” (2 Kings 
19:35).  This psalm could have provided comfort for God’s people at many specific 
crises in Israel’s history, but its scope extends far beyond any one fulfillment in 
history. 
 
Dr. Martin Luther based his famous hymn, A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, on Psalm 
46.  What a comfort the promises of this psalm were to Luther as he was threatened 
with death by pope and emperor!  Those promises were fulfilled, as Luther, like Ed, 
died of natural causes. 
 
Perhaps Ed chose this text, Be still, and know that I am God, for his funeral 
sermon because it had given him comfort as he fought in Korea.  Perhaps he chose 
it because it gave him comfort throughout his earthly life. 
 
We sinners know so little inner, personal peace.  By nature, we know that we have 
offended God, that we have sinned against God.  By nature, we struggle to get right 
with God, to make up for our sins somehow, but we fail; we cannot do anything to 
save ourselves.  We must hear God say in our text, Be still, and know that I am 
God.   
 
God alone could save us from his just wrath and eternal damnation.  He did that, of 
course, by sending his Son, Jesus, to this world as a human being to live a perfect 
life in our place, in Ed’s place.  Then Jesus offered that perfect life as the one and 
only sacrifice for sin, including Ed’s sins, on the cross.  We know that God accepted 
that payment for sin, including Ed’s sins, because he raised Jesus from the dead.  
Then Jesus ascended into heaven where he rules all things for the good of his 
Church, including Ed, whom Jesus has now called home to heaven to be with Jesus 
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forever.  That’s why Ed throughout his earthly life and we today can Be still, and 
know that I am God.   
 
The peace that Ed enjoyed throughout his life and the peace that we have today is 
not worldly peace that vanishes so quickly.  It is the peace that comes from knowing 
we are no longer enemies of God because of our Savior Jesus Christ.  It is the 
peace that comes from knowing that God is our Father and we are his dearly loved 
children.  It is the peace that comes from knowing that the almighty Creator and 
Ruler of the universe works out everything specifically for our good.  It is the peace 
that comes from our Savior Jesus:  “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  
I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and 
do not be afraid” (John 14:27).  That is the peace that allowed Ed to calmly tell 
Laura shortly before his death, “It is coming.”  That is the peace that gave Ed the 
confidence to utter his last prayer:  “Come, Lord Jesus.”  And the Lord granted him a 
peaceful exit from this life in his own bed, not the hospital bed that hospice had 
brought.  And now Ed is in the eternal peace of heaven with all the believers in 
Jesus Christ as their Savior who have gone before him.  With that knowledge, we 
can say of this day as we say our final earthly farewells to Ed, “This is the day the 
Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24).  Yes, we can be 
glad today for Ed. 
 
That is not to say that we won’t be sad as we miss his companionship on this earth.  
Certainly we will miss this caring, gentle soul.  I will miss learning some of the 
history of Bay City from Ed, who was a lifelong resident, and enjoyed sharing 
interesting facts.  I will miss his usual greeting after worship services, “Thank you, 
Pastor, and have a nice day,” always spoken so sincerely.  Even though in the last 
15 years that I have served at Trinity, Ed no longer held a church office, he was 
always very interested in the health and welfare of our congregation, having served 
in the past as a trustee, offering counter, with the Boy Pioneers and the baseball 
teams, and also sang in the choir for several years.   
 
As Ed planned his funeral service, choosing the hymns and sermon text, he was 
thinking of us.  He wanted to remind us that his hope and our hope is built on 
nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.  He did not and we do not 
depend on anything that we do for our salvation, but know that God has done 
everything for us, even giving us our saving faith.  That is why he encourages us 
today to lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, till all the world adore his 
sacred name.  And the words, Be still, and know that I am God, are both a rebuke 
to a world in rebellion against God and an assurance of peace to God’s people.  Let 
us find comfort and peace in that divine invitation:  Be still, and know that I am 
God.  Amen. 

—Pastor Richard D. Starr 
 


